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Chamber puts out call foc^gction 
New committees formed, plaasdistussedfor business improvement - J 

A year of activity was 
(outlined Monday at the 
Eagle Lake Chamber of 
Commerce's first board 
meeting of the year. 

Assignments for 13 com 
mittees were made by 
President Jo Ann Mahalitc, 
and the call for activity was 
underscored ' by Mrs. 

Mahalitc and chamber 
secretary Fred Frnka. 

"Call your committee 
together next week or the 
week after," Frnka said, "to 
plan (committee) projects, 
so you (chairmen) can make 
a report for the next board 
meeting." 

"We're trying to carry 

through this year," he em 
phasized, refering to some 
years in the past where 
some committees did not 
meet or conduct chamber 
business. 

For instance, Frnka is 
chairman of a new commit­
tee, "Retail ^rade. 

^DeveIopmen(f," that will 

help spur business for 
chamber members. Frnka 
said the committee is 
looking at plans for some 
special business promotion-
s, including an Easter 
promotion. 

The retail trade develop' 
menXmmnittee indicated it 
would spend $1,200 to 

$1,500 to help promote the 
events it plans, and in 
dicated the chamber would 
need to Secure that revenue 
through its annual 
promotions. , 

One of those is the annual 
barbecue,-which the bctord 
voted Monday to move to 
Memorial Day, May 30, and 
at the same time sponsor a 
memorial' observance. 
Although plans areJjToT 
complete, Frnka said small 
flags could be made 

available to be placed on 
graves. 
•• Also, there was m^ntiofl 
of something in the Fall to 
promote the hunting 
season, and perhaps an 
Eagle Lake homecoming 
celebration. 

To emphasize the cham 
ber's- determination to 
make all committees as ac­
tive as possible, Frnka said 
committee chairman would 
be contacted regularly. 

As another activity, a 
motion by Roy Dean Van 
Nort was approved to 
s ec . i re p r o m o t i o n a l 

materials the chamber may 
either give away or sell at a 
booth during tfft festival 
planned in April by the 
Revitalziation Committee. 

P r e s i d e n t M a h a l i t c 
reported on the Chamber's 
purchase o( trophies for the 
Rice FFA livestock sale. 
She helped present the 
trophies earlier this mpnth 
at the sale. 

Applications' asking the 
Eagle Lake chamber float 
participate in festivities in 
Yoakum in June and during 
the Fayette County Fair in 
September were turned 
over to T. J. Smith and the 
Float and Christmas 
Lighting committee. 

For m e m b e r s h i p 
recruiting, Mrs. Mahalitc 
and Frnka said they will be 
visiting members who have 
not yet paid, their 1983 
dues, to secure their mem­
bership for the current 
year. A list of prospective 
members has been 
prepared and visits will be 
made to those businesses as. 
well. 

Frnka reported on ap 
p^arance this month of 
Chamber- representatives 
at the hearing in Austin 
before the Texa.s fiailroad 
Commission protesting the 
plans by Greyhound bus 

•Hines ib discontinue service 
here. He announced there 
would be hearings in ihe 

wCornmuiTrt̂ ,• held by the 
Failroad commissian 2iid 
that those who will" suffer 
sonie loss due to the cur 
tailment of service should 
speak at the hearings. 

He emphasized 'that 
speakers need to present 
facts, not just opinions. If 
ydu will lose production 
because of slower JWivery 
of repair part.s. he^aid. 
then you need to tell the 
commission how much. 

The chamber al.v> heard a 
report by Ralph Truly on a 
proposal pending before the 
Industrial Foundation for 
the purrhase of five acres of 
the .50-acre tract on which 
they have an option. The 
propo.saL is for the .con" 
sl,ruction of - apartment 

' • • • I "^ 

buildings and proposes to 
..use the southern most five 
acres of the property facing 
Prairie St. 

Truly also gave a report 
.jjn^the state's hotel motel 

tax laws, and that for the 
quarter ending in 
.September, the two percent 
tax vhich Columbus ap­
proved several years ago-* 
provided nearly $>6,( 
revenue. 

Truly said the law ailowl 
the tax to be three percent, 
with the hotels and motels 
keeping one of the three 
percent as a collection fee. 

In other business. Frnka 
reported there were 156 
tirkets sold for the annual 
chamber of commerce 
banquet, which covered all-
but about $80 of the costs 
associated with the event. 

.\ representative of 
.•\merican Bell spoke to the-

• board at the end of the 
rpeeting, presenting a 

'history of telephone 
operations in this country.. 

Rice high roof to be rebuilt 

^Aaking dirt fly in Sheridan - t -

Saturday was groundbreaking day in Sheridan to 
signal that work is soon to start on their new 
building to house the community's new ambulance 
and other vehicles. From left is Jay Spitller, Lions 
club member who appears to be supervising; 
Franklin Walker, pre.sident. of the Sfieridan 
Volunteer fire department; Reggie Brisco, 
president o( the Lions club; Jean Walker, 
representing" SJieridan Emergency Aid. and 

) 

George Kazmir. The 50 6y 50-foot metal building 
will cost approximately $25,000, with some of the 
money yet to be raised. It will be located adjacent 
to the community center, on the north side. The 
fire tr jck. and large and small pumper trucks will 
also be housed in the building. Brisco said that as 
morfey allows, the inside of the building will be 
finished with a classroom area and a storage area. 

44 units 

of blood 
donated 

There wa.s a good turnout 
for the Blood Drive held 
Saturday sponsored by the 
Ministerial Alliance. 

A total of -14 units of 
blood were received to be 
used by the Blood Center in 
Houston which supplies 
blood to the Eagle Lake 
area. 

The Blood Center is 
totally dependent on volun 
tary donations by people 
iltterested in proteitinp^ 

New gravel operation 

may become landfill 

After hashing out as 
many sides of the issue as 
possible, the replacement of 
the '̂ntire roof of Rice High 
School was approved 
Mo'iday night by a 
unanimous vote- of the 
board of trustees of the 
Rice C o n s o l i d a t e d 
I n d e p e n d e n t School 
District. 

More fhan two and a half 
hours of discussion led to 
the vote which could mean 
spendin"g more than 
$516,000 for the roofing 
work and $23,000 for ar 
chitectural consulting fees. 

Part of the price includes 
wh#t the consultants ter­
med an "unlimited penal 
sum bond" that is designed 
to fully guarantee all work. 
The final cost of the -work 
could come in under the 
$500,000 mark because of 

jone area of the bid which 
funds unforeseen construe 
tion work that might not be 
encountered. 
" The roof work, which will 

include some subsurface 
replacement as w^ll as the 
roof itself, will correct 

leakage problems that ap 
parently have been evident 
at the'school almost since it 
opened more than a decade 
ago. Ip recent years the 
leaks have become severe, 
and the money spent to at 
tempt to patch them has not 
solved the problem. 

In "some areas, the 
vocational wing for instan­
ce, the leaks have presen 
ted dangerous situations 
because water collects 
where electrical equipment 
is used by students. Tn 
other areas, the severe 
leaks have been a distrae 
tion and have damaged 
areas inside the building. 

When the board asked its 
consultants, SHWC, Inc.. 
architects, engineers and 
planners. to prepare 

specifications for re-roofing. 
it askn(i for bids to be made 
in four parts, .to give it a 
choice of repairing part or 
Darts of the school, so it 
couid control costs: 

But. when it came time 
Monday night tD.vot.e the 
board chose to do allot the 
work now. at a time when 

, const ruction castiiare lower 
because of the economy. 
.Also, if only part of the 

• work were done now. it was 
evident that the rest of the 
roof would deteriorate in 
the near future and even-' 
tually would have to be 
replaced at future prices. 

The board. Itx)king to the" 
future, discussed the main­
tenance condition of other 
buildings in the di.strict. and -

after the meeting, superin 
lendent Harold King noted 
that the district was prac 
tically maintenance free for 
about six years after the; 
.consolidation. It is now 
catching up to us." he said. • 

Through the distr icts-
financial planning it has 
built a reserve fund over 
the years and will finance 
the construction from that 
fund. 

The present roof is 
designed to hold water in 
poo|,s on the roof, which 
deteriorates the asphalt 
roofing njembraue. The 

- design approved Monday 
night calls for drains to be 
installed, and coal-tar 
membrane roofing over 

'• layers of insulation. 

Hearing here March 8 

on bus halt proposal 

themselves and others 
against the tragedies that 
could occur if there we're no 
blood available. 

Steel shot 

Lions topic 
• 

David I»bpries. assistant 
program leader for 
statewide water fowl 
programs, will p-- - \ 
program on steei 
to3?yV*Tn*<'Wng of 
Eagle Lake Noon 1. 
Giub. 

Lobpries is a 1973 
graduate «>f Tvxas \tM 
with a degree JAJtM**'"*" 
science. He has U'«%4flii 
ployed by the Texas *jitks 
and Wildlife IVpartment in 
•J'ort .Arthur since his 
praHii.Ttirin 

New gravel mining 
operations south of Altair. 
that have concerned some 
area residents as a possible 
site for a waste dump, is 
nothing more than a gravel 
pit that might be a future 
mctnicipal landfill, according 
to Sprint Waste Disposal 
Co. which is doing the 
mining, and the Texas 
Department of Health 
which must approve all 
dumping operation'^. 

.Area residents concerned 
about the operations told 
The Headlight they were 
won'led thill a chemlcat 

appiication now to help 
assess its position as to the 
acceptability of the site, so 
they could determine their 
future position. 
' We're looking at the late 
1980s, he said, to use the 
site when the current land 
fill nortJi of Altair becomes 
full. 

The one item that con 
cerned residents most 
about the new site on the 
old Struss estate about a 
mile west of U. S. 71 and 
three miles south, south 
west of U. S. 90.\, was the 
"talk" of lining the landfill 
with plastic, rather than 
clay which is normally used. 

Swinbank said the com­
pany is looking at the 
possibility because of th^ 
lack of clay at the-new site. 
The requirement to use clay 
is designed to prevent 
materials from the dump 
from percolating into the 
soils. Plastic, which is a 
federal requirement from 

Type One landfill north of 
Altair, andthe "Part A" 
portion of a permit ap 
plication for the south 
.\ltair site. 

The company submitted 
an application for a Type 
One site about two miles 
East of Columbus, but the 
director of the solid waste 
bureau. Hector Mendieta. 
said oti Tuesday that ap 
plication has been dormant 
since the bureau told Sprint 
the site was inappropriate 
for a dump. 

At the regular meeting of 

Stienke 

waste dump was being built 
on the site, but records in 
the state health depart 
ment's Bureau of Solid 
W'aste Management show 
t'here are no such dump site 
permits approved for the 
count.v. nor has there been 
any applications for such 
permits. 

Monday afternoon, Joe 
SMinbank, president of 
Srif'"' -^airlih^ <-»mp,n>. i h p • E n V in T o n m a n I > 1 

Protection Agency for 
hazardous waste dumps, 
apparentjy. can be us 

"Tc?l 
ding to the director of the 
soliir"*w>«te bureau in 
Austinr- — -•: ""* 

Sprint is an active com­
pany in Colorado County, 
with seven sewer plant 
sludffe application projects 
ri>;isttr.d with the depart 
ment of health in Austin, 
the single permit for the 

has given the department of 
health notification that it 
has plaris i U ^ ^ i f f A ^ U -

'•le municipananafnt 
!>00 acre site south of 

Altair. but that currently 
the company is conducting 
(m]y gravel minjjag 
i>p«'r3rions. .i.V"*'*^^ 
*• A T.vfî ni»<ran'd fill is for 
mihicrpal waste serving a 
population over 5.1)00^ 
Swinbank said his compa^ 
filed a portion of the permit 

the Kice school board Feb. 
14, representatives from 
Texzuela Ranch, northwest 
of Rice High School, asked 
the board to reconsider its 
opposition to the sludge ap 
plication process on the 
ranch. Sprint stopped ap 
plication there this summer 
when board opposition $ur 
faced, but Texzuela woilld 
like the application 
resumed because of the fer--
tilaei value uf llif l̂uilKf. 

announces 

for board 
Ralph Stienke of 

Garwood anounced Monday 
that he has filed to become 
a candidate for the board of 
trustee election for Rice 
Consolidated Independent 
School District. 

The deadline to register 
for the election is 
Wednesday March 2, and 
the voter registration-
deadline is Thursday, 
>larch 3. 

On April 2. voters m the 
school district will chose 

S*« ELECTION Pa«( 12 

The Texas Railroad 
Commission will conduct a 
hearing here March 8 in 
council chambers to receive 

_furth'er -testimony from 
local citizens concerning the 
proposed halt of service 
here by Greyhound Lines. 
Inc. 'The hearing will 'Con­
tinue until such time that all 
evidence is presented. 

Coixcern was expressed 
Monday by the Chamber of 
Commerce that many 
citizens may feel the 
hearings are useless at this 
point and that the Railroad 
Commission must have 
some control b«H-aiisf nf thp 

it there IS any opportunity 
at all to convince 
Greyhound to continue s«r 
vice here, it will be through 
the presentation of factual' 
evidence to the commission 

.According to City 
Manager Robert Kloikman. 
many times a public appeal 
can be as effective as 
goverrifnent regulations in 
getting large companies to 
respond l̂ ) llw needs of a 
community. Clear, concise 
testimony by ptersons and 
businesses affected is 
needed to show how the 
discontinuance of service 

formation direclqr^Bnan 
Schaible has said new 
federal laws reVulaung_ in 
terstate commerce allows 
t he Railroad Commission to 
rule only where routes will 
be less than one per day. 
They are granted the right 
to accept or deny a petition 
such as that by Greyhound. 

However, if the petition 
(s denied, the company can 
appeal to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. If 
it can prove that a par 
ticular route or service is 
losing money, bv law. the 

• • ^ ^ 

effort they are making with, 
the hearings. 

But Fred Frnka. chamber 
secretary, pointed out that 

the economy_()f^the com 
munity and the nealth and 
welfare of citizens. 

Railroad i-drnmissuir .n 

Little League sign-up weekend 

.\s for other dump 
operations in the county. 

mmi < (for popul type two I for populations 
between 1.500 and 5.000t 
landfill north of Sheridan, 
and Weimar and 
Schulenberg share a type t-
wo in Fayette County. \ 
type three (populations un­
der 1,500) landfill that was 
operated by the county 
near Frelsburg has been 
closed. _ 

Little League. T Ball 
registration this weekend 

This weekend is the time 
hii all pai flits lu legiitJU. 
their children who plan to 
participate in ' Little 

te'amsT girls"soflball. boys 

four teams. If this can be 
accomplished the boys will 
be able to compete within 

have them 
The registratmn 

bagle LaXe and not tiave to +>een changi 
travel. ' , der to belt 

Friday afternoon from more thaVi 

""'impawy wil! not be stup-— 
ped from discontinuing the 
route or service. Thus, if, 
(Greyhound can prove a 
financial loss, and a large 

tizen appeal* does not 
i-nange their decision, law 
•anj)ot help retain ihe hus 
-ervice. 

This does not mean that. 
an effort to enter evidence 
by all p«k$bns and com­
panies a/fected is useless, 

fee has Thf R.iilrnaH f .̂r.rf.m...i»...— 
Slightly in or 
familie* yfhh 

one child 

major and minor teams and 
senior boys, ajfes 13 15̂  
Also. the.program"Bas'l>cen 
expanded slightly this year 
to includ* six year-old first 
graders in T-ball. 

The. boys' senior league, 
according to Benny Miller. 
is trying to get enough 
players this year to have 

Satur'clay from l.p.m. until 3 per child or'$2;'S per family 

will be taking all evidence 4 
pj-eseoted and Greyhound 
will hav mmm 

p.m. are the times slated to 
complete reg is trat ion . 
Everyone desiring to play, 
whether they played lasr 
year or are new this year, is 
asked to meet at the Little 
League field during one of 
these times. Registration 
forms will be available for 
those who do not alreadv 

Jt is asked by league of 
ficials that a birth cer 
ftfieate and the registration 
fee be brought to the field 
to copiplete registration 
this weekend. 

Tryouts are scheduled to 
be held the first two 
jweekends in March Times 
will be published later 

the testimonies. Many feel 
that ^long enough eviden 
ce will not only appeal to 
the railroad commission but 
act as a direct appeal of 
need to Greyhound. 

Chamber officials urge 
that all persons affeeted bf 
the Greyhound petition be 
present to enter their 
testimonies at the hearing. 
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